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Gandhi took the Indian student too seriously, He
failed to realize that some Universities of India were
not so much centres of learning as political institutions
in which the principal faculty was not knowledge of
life, but how to rid Hindustan of the hated tutelage
of Britain. There could be no peace and goodwill
to all men in such an atmosphere as this. The
younger element demanded blood and fire, In this,
Gandhi sadly disappointed them, hence his decline.
To me, I admit, Gandhi has always been very
ordinary, and I have been completely uninfluenced
by his spell. When in his presence I have had the
uneasy conscience of the unbeliever; I have felt as
must do the sceptic at the seance. The waves of
ecstacy which were transmitted to others, and which
caught up so many in a delirious abandon, left me
cold and criticaL Perhaps this is unfair on the
Mahatma, because I have felt the same in the presence
of others, notably in that of Mr, Lloyd George* I
have listened to the latter's audacious oratory, and
have heard the wildly enthusiastic plaudits of the
multitude, yet all the time, with the atmosphere
charged and electrical around me, I have visualized
the sentences of the Welsh wizard in print. In cold
black-and-white, short of their delightful cadences,
bereft of their telling inflections, they become so
ordinary, so much so that one is constrained to
wonder whether the reporter has not placed his
" Laughter" and " Cheers" in their parentheses
from a sense of duty rather than as an indication
of merit.
Mr. Winston Churchill affects me in a way exactly